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keep up the morale of our troops during WWII. 
But more importantly, we owe them the re-
spect they never received. 

Mr. Speaker, these men and women lost 
their lives too soon for a country that hasn’t 
done a great job of remembering their bravery 
and their sacrifices. 

An analysis conducted by the Army showed 
that the average age of African American 
service members buried at the NAC is 27 
years—the prime age when a young person is 
starting their life. 

That is why it is so important for us to re-
member and tell their stories during Black His-
tory Month. 

As Black History Month continues, I hope 
my colleagues will consider joining me in hon-
oring their memories by also speaking on the 
Floor about other all-Black battalions who 
fought during WWII. 

As the daughter of a WWII and Korean Vet-
eran, I am very honored to be on the Military- 
Veterans Appropriations Subcommittee to en-
sure our veterans receive the care and rec-
ognition they deserve. 

Let me close by thanking our Military-Vet-
erans Chair, Congressman CHARLIE DENT and 
then Ranking Member SANFORD BISHOP and 
then full Committee Chair ROGERS and Rank-
ing Member LOWEY, for their support in the 
Appropriations Committee and the commission 
for helping bring these great heroes and 
sheros to the attention of the American people 
and by properly recognizing their sacrifices 
and their legacies. 

Hopefully this effort will help us locate their 
descendants and families to and thank them 
and honor them as part of yes—Black History 
but of course this is American History that all 
Americans should recognize and learn from. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
chair of our subcommittee, Mr. DENT, 
Ranking Member LOWEY, Mr. BISHOP, 
and you, Mr. ROGERS, for your support 
in the Appropriations Committee and 
for the American Battle Monuments 
Commission’s very dedicated work in 
helping us bring these great heroes and 
sheroes to the attention of the Amer-
ican people by properly recognizing 
their sacrifices and their legacies. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

The Psalmist cannot find enough 
words to express trust in You. Personal 

experience of Your presence, care, and 
abiding guidance gives rise to his song: 
‘‘O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my de-
liverer. My God, my rock of refuge, my 
shield, the fullness of my salvation, my 
stronghold.’’ 

Stir in our hearts today Your Holy 
Spirit. Touch the soul of this Nation, 
that we may see Your saving work in 
our work, Your strength behind our 
weakness, Your purpose in our efforts 
at laws of justice, Your peace drawing 
all of us and the world to lasting free-
dom. 

You are ever faithful, O Lord, worthy 
of all our trust. May all that is done in 
the people’s House be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following resignation from the 
House of Representatives: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

February 16, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: This letter is to in-
form you, in your role as Speaker, that I 
have today sent a letter to my Governor re-
signing my seat in Congress. A duplicate of 
that letter is attached. 

I am truly honored that President Trump 
has given me the opportunity to lead the Of-
fice of Management and Budget. The oppor-
tunity to work with such a talented and in-
telligent group of people—in an effort to try 
to restore our country’s fiscal security—was 
too good to pass up. It does, however, come 
at the price of leaving the House. 

I am thankful for the efforts you made on 
my behalf in this effort. I am thankful for 
the leadership you have shown during my 
time in the House. But, more than all of 
that, I am thankful for your friendship over 
the last six years. Working with you—as a 
Chairman and the Speaker—will forever be 
one of the highlights of my career. 

I sincerely hope my resignation is not the 
end of that relationship. Indeed, I choose to 
see it as simply the next chapter of our mu-
tual effort to try to serve the nation. 

All the best. Thanks again. And God Bless. 
Sincerely, 

MICK MULVANEY. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 16, 2017. 

Hon. HENRY MCMASTER, 
Governor, State of South Carolina, 
Columbia, SC. 

DEAR GOVERNOR MCMASTER: Earlier today 
I was confirmed by the United States Senate 
to serve as President Trump’s Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. Assuming 
this office requires me to resign my position 
as the United States Representative for the 
5th Congressional District of South Carolina. 

It has been a great honor and personal 
privilege to represent the people of South 
Carolina in Congress. The people of my dis-
trict, and of our state, are some of the 
nicest, hardest working people I’ve ever met. 
They care deeply about our state and our na-
tion, and I will be forever grateful for the op-
portunity to have been able to serve them. 

However, the opportunity to work directly 
with the President in his Cabinet to shape 
our nation’s budget and ensure financial sta-
bility for generations to come is a call to 
service I simply cannot ignore. I am truly 
honored that President Trump has given me 
this opportunity. 

So, in hopes that I can better serve our na-
tion, the President, the people of the 5th 
Congressional District, and the state of 
South Carolina, I hereby tender my resigna-
tion as United States Representative, effec-
tive immediately. 

Thank you for your service to our state 
and your continued friendship. 

Respectfully, 
MICK MULVANEY, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the resignation 
of the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. MULVANEY), the whole number of 
the House is 431. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF GARY PETERSEN 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 
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